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Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Peter Collier 

REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — CLOSURE 

292. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 

On Monday in the Senate the federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion, said that he had asked the 
Premier of WA to bring forward the consultation process for the closure of Aboriginal communities, and was 
advised that 30 June would be the start date for consultation. Does the minister concur with those views? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question. 

The subcommittee is working through a process with regard to the consultation at the moment. I cannot provide 
a definitive date today. 

Hon Robin Chapple: Nigel Scullion says that — 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Nigel Scullion can say what he likes, with all due respect. As a subcommittee, we are 
the ones in Western Australia. We are the Western Australian government and we will determine what happens 
with service delivery in Western Australia, not Nigel Scullion. 

As I said, the subcommittee has been working forensically in the last six months or so on developing 
a framework for service delivery in Aboriginal communities throughout Western Australia. To say that 30 June 
is the precise date for consultation would be fraught with problems, but I would imagine that around that time is 
quite accurate. If on 1 July there is no consultation with the community, do not come back and accuse me of not 
adhering to the words that I am providing today. What I am saying is yes, consultation will commence very 
rapidly. Once we have done the framework for the implementation of the policy, that consultation will 
commence, and it will be comprehensive, as I have said. 
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